THE   QUESTING   BEAST
suffer thus from being able to discuss either the native
or the Indian question without becoming hysterical. This
trouble has been the main cause of the lack of agreement
in the difficulty. On the other hand, the Indians were
so suspicious of the white settlers that they would scarcely
believe a word they said. The only possible way to
terminate discussions in these circumstances was for both
Indians and English to agree that the primary interest of
the country was that of the natives. This got both sides
out of a hole and, thus, the discussions would terminate.
The Kemalist regime in Turkey had had its effect on the
Moslem Indians, and nearly every little Moslem shop had
pictures of Kemal hung in window or on wall.
The Indians were very kind to me both in Mombasa
and Nairobi, though rather frightened of the newspaper
I represented. I am afraid that they still consider the anti-
Indian articles that followed my return to England to
have been written by me, but that was not so.
I stayed three or four days in Mombasa and then went
on to Nairobi, where I put up at the New Stanley. My
first night there gave me an inkling of one of the main
insect pests which abound. It had been raining, and, as
soon as the lights were put on in the hotel, through every
hole in the building strange insects about the size of flies
crawled inside and began to fly around the ceiling in thick
clusters. After some minutes of these acrobatics their wings
would drop off, and they would fall to the ground in
showers and walk about till they were crushed underfoot.
They were some species of flying ant, but apparently quite
harmless.
The settlers were all in a state of great depression as a
result of the stabilization of the rupee at 2s., which had
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